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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  Saturday,  August  20,  1938 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  U«  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Publications  offered:     "A  Quality 
Guide  for  Buying  Women's  Cloth  Coats,"  Leaflet  117,  free  from  the  U.S.D.A.,  and 
"When  A  Woman  Buys  A  Coat,"  (illustrated)  10  cents  from  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Coats  make  the  news  in  today's  letter  from  Washington,  D.  C.  —  fall  and 
winter  coats.    Maybe  you  are  wondering  why  our  correspondent  has  chosen  such  a 
warm  subject  for  a  mid-August  letter.     She  explains  by  saying: 

"The  stores  here  in  Washington  have  filled  their  show  windows  with  wool 
and  fur  and  are  advertising  big  coat  sales  these  days  ; —  trying  to  cheer  us  poor 
sweltering  mortals  with  the  thought  that  winter  is  just  around  the  corner.  I'll 
tell  you  confidentially  that  1  don't  believe  in  winter.     Sitting  here  with 
beaded  brow,  fingers  that  stick  to  typewriter  keys,  and  clothes  that  stick  to 
my  chair,  cold  weather  seems  an  impossibility. 

"But  most  women  are  not  so  skeptical,  or  perhaps  they  have  more  imagina- 
tion.   Anyway,  all  over  the  country  shoppers  are  going  to  August  sales  and 
before  the  month  is  over  will  have  invested  considerable  cash  in  caots.     So  it's 
high  time  I  set  down  a  few  tips  for  coat  shoppers  —  a  few  hints  to  help  in 
making  a  wise  buy  in  coats.     (If  you  aren't  buying  right  now,  you  may  be  inter- 
ested in  these  tips  for  the  future.)    And  let  mo  state  at  once  that  all  my 
information  comes  from  Miss  Clarice  Scott  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  who 
knows  coats  inside  and  out.     (Shi^such  an  enthusiastic  investigator  that  she  not 
only  studies  coats  in  stores  but  even  spends  her  vacation  visiting  coat  factor- 
ies.) 

"Miss  Scott  believes  that  wise  coat  buying  begins  at  home  --  or  begins, 
at  least,  before  you  reach  the  store.     She  advises  taking  yourself  off  into  a 
cool  quite  corner  and  asking  yourself  some  questions  before  you  start  for  the 
sale.    Ask  yourself:     'What  type  of  coat  do  I  want  —  one  for  dress,  or  general 
wear,  or  sports?    How  much  can  I  afford  to  spend  for  it?    How  many  years'  wear 
must  I  get  from  it?    Which  of  the  current  styles  is  most  becoming  to  my  figure 
and  likely  to  last  for  several  seasons?    And,  finally,  what  color  will  harmonize 
best  with  my  other  clothes?1 

"With  the  answers  to  those  questions  in  mind,  you  arc  better  able  to  buy 
wisely  and  not  tumble  the  moment  you  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  high-pressure 
saleslady.    You  are  ready  to  look  over  the  coats  on  sale.    Miss  Scott  emphasizes 
that  word  'look.'     In  August  you  never  need  to  buy  a  coat  in  a  hurry,  so  you  can 
take  time  to  examine  the  stock  carefully,  check  on  quality  points,  and  read  any 
labels  attached. 
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"A  good  label  on  a  coat  can  toll  you  about  qualities  that  you  can't  sec 
for  yourself  —  qualities  like  colorfastness ,  crinkle  resistance,  shrinkage  and 
the  amount  of  v/ool  in  the  cloth.    Not  all  tags  are  helpful,  of  course.  Unfor- 
tunately, many  still  use  fancy  names  but  give  no  definite  information. 

"Miss  Scott  says  the  type  of  wool  in  the  coat  has  much  to  do  with  how 
well  it  wears.     The  material  may  be  worsted  or  a  woolen.    Worsteds  have  long 
even  fibers  combed  parallel.     The  weaves  are  definite,   smooth  and  sturdy. 
They  wear  exceptionally  well  though  they  do  rub  shiny  with  use.    Woolens , 
on  the  other  hand,  make  up  most  of  our  coatings.     They  have  shorter  fibers, 
not  combed  parallel  and  the  weaves  are  less  definite.    They  are  warm  and  usually 
have  attractive  finishes.    The  better  qualities  give  good  service  without  wear- 
ing shiny,  but  poor  quality  wools  with  short  uneven  fibers  hidden  by  a  matted 
finish  will  not  stand  much  wear.     They  feel  harsh,  lifeless  and  boardy  when  you 
touch  them. 

"The  weave  as  well  as  the  wool  has  much  to  do  with  the  rear  of  the  coat, 
so  look  at  the  fabric  on  both  right  and  wrong  sides.     See  if  the  weaves  are 
firm  and  close  with  about  as  many  yarns  in  one  direction  as  the  other  and  with 
the  yarns  even  in  size  so  they  will  wear  evenly.    A  weave  like  that  makes  a  soft 
springy-feeling  cloth  which  doesn't  give  much  in  either  direction.    But  beware 
of  the  loosely  and  unevenly  woven  fabrics  that  catch  and  snag  easily  and  soon 
lose  their  shape. 

"The  lining,  too,  needs  careful  examination  if  you  make  a  good  buy. 
Miss  Scott  says  that  the  ideal  lining  wears  as  long  as  the  coat  does,  has  a 
smooth  texture  so  the  coat  pulls  on  and  off  easily,  is  preshrunk,  proof  against 
rain  and  perspiration  stains,  wrinkle-resistant,  and  firm  enough  not  to  pull 
at  the  seams.     The  ideal  lining  also  is  of  a  practical,  conservative  and  harmon- 
izing color  and  is  color-fast.     That's  quite  a  list  but  not  too  much  to  ask  of 
a  lining,  Miss  Scott  says.    Be  sure  to  find  out  whether  the  material  in  the 
lining  is  weighted  silk  or  rayon.    Most  linings,  except  in  the  most  expensive 
coats,  are  one  or  the  other.    A  firmly  woven  rayon  is  a  better  choice  than 
weighted  silk  which  is  sure  to  wear  soon.     Some  manufacturers  now  guarantee  two 
seasons'  wear  but  the  usual  weighted  silk  lining  is  badly  worn  at  the  end  of  one 
season.    Weighted  silk  may  even  show  wear  at  the  end  of  two  weeks! 

"As  usual,  I'm  just  getting  nicely  started  when  I  find  that  it  is  time 
to  sign  off.     I  can't  write  you  anymore  today  aboiit  coats  but  I  am  sending  you 
a  publication  that  will  give  you  all  the  facts  I  left  out.     I  am  sending  you 
Miss  Scott's  Leaflet  No.  117.     That's  her  buying  guide  for  women's  coats.     It  is 
free  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C.    Also  I  hope  you'll 
send  to  Washington  and  buy  her  new  circular  full  of  interesting  and  helpful 
pictures  to  go  along  with  the  printed  guide.     The  new  picture  book  is  called, 
'When  A  Woman  Buys  A  Coat.'     It  costs  a  dime  and  you  order  it  from  the 
Government  Printing  Office  in  Washington,  D.  C.     It  ought  to  save  its  cost  many 
times  over  in  helping  anyone  get  a  good  buy  in  coats." 
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